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WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN WINTER 
WEATHER BEGINS? 


In preparation for bad weath- 
er, students are advised to make 
sure to sign up for NECC Alert 
text messages and emails in order 
to recieve all information about 
weather and other emergency 
events. Signing up for the alerts 
can be done over Blackboard or 
on the NECC website. Announce- 
ments regarding closings will also 
be broadcasted on major TV and 
radio stations, as well as posted 
on the NECC website at www. 
necc.mass.edu. Students can also 
call the NECC Snow Line at 978- 
556-3002 


PusBiic SAFETY 
Loc 


Haverhill Campus 
11/14-11/27 


A person found sleeping un- 
der stairway in D Building. They 
were escorted out of the building 

without incident. 


A five year old female experi- 
enced a seizure at Little Sprouts. 


Lawrence Campus 


An unidentified man was ask- 
ing students for money. Public 
Safety officers warned the man 
that if he did not leave campus, 
authorities would be contacted. 


Gasoline leak from a car tank 
in 45 Franklin St. lot. 


Car accident at 45 Franklin 
St. lot. 


Minor water leak at 414 Com- 
mon St. Rm. 301. Email sent out. 


Report for missing laptops 
from LC202 filed. 


Report filed for graffitti in 
Rm.145 


Cell phone found in the com- 
puter lab. It was placed in Public 
Security’s file cabinet 
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Ambar Marte singing, “Something” 
Written by Paul McCartney and John Lennon 
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From left to right: Will Berg, Jay Armol (guitar), Seth Persson (drum kit), 
Ambar Marte (vocals), Liza Lynehan (vocals), Alec Anand (guitar), 
Sean Levine (bass), Anthony Wood (guitar), Dominic Marraffa Ill (keyboard) 


Open mic participants 
dont miss a beat, plus a 
Jazz Ensemble preview 


By TED BEAUPARLANT 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


A true performer is one who will do 
so in their preferred medium whenever 
asked politely and circumstances permit. 

With both of these conditions satis- 
fied, many music department staff and 
students entered the proverbial spotlight 
at this year’s open mic night, held No- 
vember 17th in the Sports and Fitness 
Center lobby. The event coordinator 
©] and president of the music club, Liza 
Lynehan, was very excited about the 
ij event, this being her third open-mic at 
the college but the first she had ever co- 
ordinated. Though open to anyone the 
event also served as a venue for Lynehan 
and her fellow music majors to perform 
songs they had been working on leading 
%| up to the event. However, many of the 
ava performances were impromptu and were 
4 of songs the participants were familiar 
= ee with,“ it was 50/50”, she said, “not ev- 

———— erything was planned.” 

Early sign-ups for the open mic were 
} limited, but this did not impede upon the 
evening’s programming one iota. Af- 
@ ter the first wave of early sign-ups per- 
formed, each performer quickly respond- 
ed by reaching deep into their pockets 
for tunes we all know and love, such as 
Celine Dion’s “My Heart Will Go On’( 
performed by Bryanna Byrnham), Bran- 
di Carlile’s “Breathe (2am)” (performed 
Photo by Lauren Erwin by Liza Lynehan and Ingrid Marstaller) 
and even Elton John’s “Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart.” 


Continued on page 6 
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End of semester race against time 


By CLEO BricHAaM 
Editor in Chief 

Just as the semester starts 
winding down, it seems as though 
stress levels begin to increase. 

Finals are rapidly approaching 
and students are scrambling to 
make last minute edits on final 
essays, pull together projects and 
study for exams. 

In addition to school work, the 
holiday season dominates a lot of 
time and effort when it comes to 
picking out presents and planning 
social events. 

There's an increased anxiety 
about making ends meet while 
making the grades at the same 
time. 

Students are pressured to work 
extra hours to save more money, 
but also need to dedicate the time 
to prepare for their finals. 

Of course during the times 
when it feels as though there's not 
enough hours in the day to com- 
plete everything, the sun tends to 
set around 5:00 taking our energy 
and will to focus with it as it goes. 
During these short days, it seems 
like the list of things we have to 


do just keeps getting longer and 
longer. 

During this time of year we 
tend to change our focus on oth- 
ers, but it’s still really important to 
take care of yourself. 

In the midst of trying to figure 
out the perfect gift for everyone 
in your life, it's important to treat 
yourself to some peace of mind. 

Everyone knows that there's an 
increase of illnesses being spread 
around during the winter months, 
however, getting sick from stress 
and exhaustion should be easi- 
er to avoid than catching a virus 
from your annoying coworker. 

In order to avoid completely 
running yourself down, now’s the 
best time to try and balance your 
schedule. 

Of course this is easier said 
than done, but it’s important to at 
least attempt to do this in order 
to get a head start on those new 
years resolutions you probably 
werent going to keep otherwise. 

I know it’s so easy to procras- 
tinate sometimes, especially when 
the task at hand seems impossible, 
but the best gift you can give your- 
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There’s no shame in giving yourself a 
break just as long as you eventually get 
back to your responsibilities. 


— 


self is self control in these hectic 
times. 

If you get into the swing of 
thing early instead of just wait- 
ing for the first of January, you're 
more likely to carry over long 
term positive change into 2017. 

I completely understand how 
hard it is to slow down after get- 
ting used to running ourselves 
ragged between work, school, our 
families, and social lives. 

Everything works better af- 
ter you unplug it, including you. 
Sometimes finding calm within 
the chaos is as easy as taking a 
break from your electronics, and 
just finding a bit of time to relax in 
solitude without a the distraction 
from texts, instagram, and email. 

Meditation and mindfulness 


can also be an extremely helpful 
practice when you start to feel 
bogged down by the increasing 
amounts of homework you have 
due. 

Sometimes all you need to 
combat a stressful situation is to 
take a step back and analyze the 
situation with a fresh perspective. 

Theres no shame in giving 
yourself a break just as long as 
you eventually get back to your 
responsibilities. 

It’s valuable to push yourself, 
but there comes a time when you 
might be expecting too much of 
yourself. 

In these instances it’s import- 
ant to forgive yourself, but also 
praise yourself for the accom- 
plishments you have made. 


Another way to balance every- 
thing is finding time to study with 
friends. 

If youre able to concentrate on 
school work, working with others 
to make sure your understanding 
of the material is sufficient is a 
great way to integrate your social 
life with your academic life. 

Friends are a great support sys- 
tem, so if you can find people to 
keep you accountable while keep- 
ing you company that’s great. 

Ultimately, It’s really important 
to plan and schedule in order to 
utilize your time effectively. This 
is completely different than mak- 
ing yourself a to do list or writing 
down objectives in your planner. 
By organizing your time it’s easi- 
er to separate all your tasks rath- 
er than just seeing a giant list of 
daunting assignments. 

We all have to get ourselves 
through these final weeks before 
winter break. It may seem impos- 
sible now, but if we take the time 
to take care of ourselves and sup- 
port each other we'll all make it. 


Roaming Reporter 


To recount 


or not to recount 


I think there should be 
a recount because this 
is an important election 


MEGHAN RIDLEY 


I don’t really have an 
opinion about it. 


JOEY MuRACH 


f course 


STEPHANIE RAMIREZ 


They can recount the 
votes if they want but 
the real issue is that not 
enough people voted 


BRITTANY BIROLINI 


No recount 


JESSICA FIGUEROA 


Recount 


BRAIN CASTILLO 
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OSU should refocus the conversation 


Another mass killing attempt 
on college campus, calls for 


some sort of action 
By JoEL JOHNSTON 
OPINION EpIToR 


The United States as a 
whole needs a serious gut 
check. Clearly something is 
wrong. Not only within our 
culture but specifically with- 
in our universities and young 
people . The attempted mass 
killing at OSU on November, 
28th is just another, in a long 
succession of mass murders on 
campuses across the country. 

As I walked around the cam- 
pus of Northern Essex Com- 
munity College this morning 
I couldn’t help but think what 
if this happened here? It isn’t 
a question of preparedness or 
who would stop it. We have 
plenty of security and police 
training is sometimes a dai- 
ly exercise right in the quad. 
However, universities every- 
where have much more se- 
curity and it didn’t stop these 
men and women from creating 
terror or reeking havok. It is 
just as likely to occur here as 
anywhere else and the scary 
part is nothing seems to be 
stopping these mass attacks. 

The conversation, not sur- 
prisingly immediately turns 
to gun regulation. I asked sec- 


We want to see what you have to say. 


ond year student 
Mare Scalglione 
in passing if he 
heard what had 
happened at OSU. 
His response was “Oh, you 
mean the shooting?” I couldn’t 
help but pause and think for a 
second, what made him say 
that. Makes sense right? Af- 
ter all that is the way majority 
of these attacks happen. 

However, I will raise the 
question is this what we real- 
ly should be looking at? It is 
irrelevant in this case if you 
stand against changing the 
second amendment or not be- 
cause this is much more. This 
has become a mental health 
issue. 

Clearly the number of un- 
stable people with a willing- 
ness (or dare I say need) to 
do damage has shot through 
the roof. It is something that 
clearly and collectively, as a 
country we need to take a step 
back and take a hard look at. 

Abdul Razak Ali Artan 
used two different ways to 
try and accomplish the same 
thing. Neither were a firearm. 
He drove his car at a group of 
fellow students walking on 
the sidewalk. After hitting 
some of them, he jumped out 
and attempted to use a butch- 
er knife to stab some in the 
group. Luckily, there were so 


many running away it seemed 
to confuse the man enough 
where none were fatally in- 
jured, although 9 have been 
taken to the hospital. Wheth- 
er he wanted to or not Ar- 
tan again created mass terror 
across the country by shutting 
down one of the biggest uni- 
versities in the country, with 
simply a knife and a car. 

He eventually was shot and 
killed by a local police officer. 
A little irony in the fact that a 
firearm wasn’t involved until 
the conclusion in apprehend- 
ing the assailant. 

“We believe the threat was 
ended when the officer en- 
gaged the suspect, OSU Di- 
rector of Public Safety Monica 
Moll told reporters. “We’re 
very fortunate that an OSU of- 
ficer was there and took quick 
action and we believe that 
injuries were minimized as a 
result of that.” Alan Horujko, 
a 28-year-old police officer 
who shot Artan, was praised 
for stopping any deaths or oth- 
er injuries. Horujko has been 
a member of the OSU police 
department since last January 
according to BuzzFeed. 

The fact is that people when 
pushed will use all types of 
different things to meet their 
horrid agenda. 

This past year Isis mem- 
bers used trucks to run people 


down in the streets of Paris. 
In China, the same day as the 
Sandy Hook shootings, close 
to thirty people were killed in 
amass stabbing. I really don’t 
need to bring up the events 
of September, 11th, everyone 
remembers what was used to 
bring down the towers. Even 
closer to home, pressure cook- 
ers used to kill 3 and create 
terror in Boston on Patriots 
Day 2013. 

However, lately it is spe- 
cifically in our schools. In 
the United States most terror 
comes from a specific lone per- 
son instead of a terror group. 
All though terror groups cer- 
tainly exist they are much less 
of a problem here, then they 
are in other parts of the world. 
Most mass killings are perpe- 
trated by one assailant with his 
own separate agenda. 

Mental health needs to be 
the next stop on the worry 
train. No matter if you are for 
gun regulation or not, guns 
are no longer the issue, and 
neither is specific terrorism, 
or any specific group of peo- 
ple. It is extremely disingen- 
uous to suggest so. The men- 
tal health of this country has 
been on the decline for awhile. 
There is a reason this problem 
rears it’s ugly head on college 
campuses so much, there has 
to be. There are many possi- 


This paper is your voice, too! 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


ble contributing factors. De- 
pression levels among our 
age group have reached new 
heights. While entertainment 
and distractions are reach- 
ing new heights it seems just 
about everyday. According to 
NIDA (the national institution 
on drug abuse) “drug use is 
on the rise in this country and 
23.5 million Americans are 
addicted to alcohol and drugs. 
That’s approximately one in 
every 10 Americans over the 
age of 12 — roughly equal to 
the entire population of Tex- 
as.” That estimate is probably 
on the low side if we are being 
honest with ourselves and you 
can bet it is mainly college 
aged kids abusing. 

While this is concerning it 
should also be really helpful. 
If we can improve the men- 
tal health of our kids the next 
generation might not have so 
many issues. I am certainly 
not pretending anyone knows 
all of the answers to why these 
horrible events occur. How- 
ever, I also am not going to 
simply yell “guns are bad” or 
“terrorism” every time one of 
these events happen because 
they are happening more and 
more often. Something needs 
to be done and we should all 
start looking into the mental 
health of our country. 
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The holiday season vs. finals week 


Students reflect on 
high stress levels 
from both school 
and work as the 
holidays approach 


By GENEVIEVE SCHERER 


Correspondent 

As students prepare for the 
holiday season and finals, anyone 
who works a retail job knows that 
the holidays are insanely busy, 
stressful, and probably don’t even 
feel like the holidays anymore. 
Young students not only work on 


Thanksgiving and Black Friday, 
but are also caught up in working 
extended hours. Some companies 
even have a policy that it is man- 
datory for employees to work on 
Black Friday, and will be termi- 
nated from their position if they 
do not. 

With the holiday season also 
comes class finals. Many retailers 
require employees to work more 
hours, too. For students trying 
to study for finals, the holiday 
season could not come at an any 
worse time. 

Abby Matz, a sophomore at 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege, has been working in retail 
for almost three years now. She 
says “my personal feelings about 


working on Thanksgiving is utter 
disgust. I don’t appreciate how 
we have to sacrifice our fami- 
ly time to go to work the day of 
Thanksgiving just because busi- 
nesses want to take advantage of 
people and sales.” She also adds, 
“it’s really hard to balance school 
work during this time of the year 
with work since the workload and 
school work increase at the same 
time.” 

Matz says that when it comes 
to balancing the two she “will ei- 
ther procrastinate and then do it 
all at once, or plan it out accord- 
ingly, but have no time for friends 
or sleep. It’s pretty stressful.” 

Another NECC student, El- 
licen Pefia, has similar feelings 


about the holiday season. This 
will be Pefia’s first year at a retail 
job. He says “extended holiday 
hours are a marketing strategy for 
companies to make more money 
during the holidays season.” He 
adds, “they generate more reve- 
nue but it’s keeping people away 
from their families at the time of 
the year where they should be 
around the most.” 

When it comes to studying for 
finals he says “it’s almost impos- 
sibleto find time to study because 
I’m working more for the extend- 
ed holiday hours. | haven’t even 
had time to start studying for 
finals because of work and just 
being exhausted and trying to get 
homework assignments out of the 


way as well.” 

Matthew Lech, another NECC 
student working a retail job this 
year says “I actually wanted to 
work this Thanksgiving because 
they offer time and a half, which 
helps as a student to pay off bills. 
I also need to save because I plan 
on transferring back to Plymouth 
State.” 

However, when it comes to 
working extended hours for holi- 
day, Lech says, “I definitely have 
to prepare for finals whenever I 
get the time to. This is my first 
retail job, but I know being a stu- 
dent, I'll have to study and work 
on my finals during my breaks 
and any other free time I have.” 


Learning Accommodations 


Living with loans 


Student debt: the gift 


that keeps on taking 
and taking for years 


to come 
By HEATHER RAND 


Correspondent 

College is not cheap, and it 
is difficult to pay on your own 
even with help from FAFSA, 
which is financial aid from the 
government. 

The debt aftermath of college 
is the real issue to most students 
in today’s economy. 

Tom Price, author of “Should 
College Tuition Be Free?” In the 
CQ Researcher, states “a ma- 
jority of college graduates are 
leaving school owing more than 
$25,000, and nearly 7 million 
have defaulted on their student 
loans.” 

He continues to state that the 
student debt has only increased 
within the past few years, and 
how students have to work while 
in college and still cannot afford 


their tuitions. 

Felicia Amaral of Plaistow, 
N.H., is a former Northern Essex 
Community College student and 
has her degree in science. 

Amaral states, “when I was in 
college I received a lot of help 
from my parents, but now since 
I moved to a four-year college I 
have debt left over and I’m not 
even in college anymore. 

“It’s not much, but I have a 
long way to go so | can afford 
the cost of living too,” she said. 

Amaral concluded by stating 
how she is happy she took the 
opportunity to go to college even 
though it cost a lot of money. 

Skye Calder, of Hampstead 
N.H., is a transfer student from 
NECC who now majors in 
American Sign Language at 
University of New Hampshire. 

Calder claims, “I’m just kind 
of winging it. | have no idea 
what I want to do when I grad- 
uate, but I'll definitely say | am 
absolutely screwed with my debt 
already. I have financial aid help, 
but it’s not much. Unfortunately, 


Were hiring! 


I have to work full time, and I 
don’t know if I will ever be able 
to pay it off.” 

Calder says how concerned 
she is for the rest of her life with 
the constant monthly payments 
she will have after college and 
after she gets her full time job. 

Tyler Nelson, of Derry N.H., 
is ar graduate from NECC, and 
claims to not even have a job in 
his degree field. 

Nelson says, “I graduated 
with a degree in Accounting and 
I work as a manager for the fire- 
works retail store. I have had the 
job since I was a teenager, so | 
just moved up with the compa- 
ny. Every place I applied to, I 
needed either 3 plus years-ex- 
perience, or I would be making 
less than I am now. And yes, I 
do have student debt to pay off, 
so I can’t afford to take a pay cut 
right now.” 

He states that he has a solid 
financial plan to help him clear 
all his student loans, but it will 
take him a few years. 
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is here to help students 


Disabilities come in all forms, dont be 


afraid to get help 


By KairLin JAcoss 
Correspondent 

Do you have a disability or 
know someone that does? 

Always wanted to work with 
people who have disabilities? 

Well at Northern Essex 
Community College there is 
the Learning Accommodations 
Center right in the student 
building on the first floor. 

If you’re in the education 
program at NECC and have 
an interest helping with people 
disabilities, then you can go 
down and see what you can do. 

“We reach out to people in 
the educational department to 
work with mentors, note takers, 
scribes, readers, visual assis- 
tants and classroom assistants,” 
says Susan Martin, Director of 
the Learning Accommodations 
Center. 

“T think students need to re- 
alize that there isn’t a stigma to 
helping services. We serve over 
four hundred students, so they 
are not alone. The work we do 
is very confidential,” she said. 

Technology is one thing that 
has been helpful for people 
who have disabilities. 

Pam Labella, who is the As- 
sistive Technology Specialist 
of Learning Accommodations 
Center said, “I had someone 
from the tutoring center con- 
tacting me with a student who 
was having trouble and I had 
to install the reading and study 
skill to help with the student 
and tutor.” 

Technology seems to help 
in a big way and has become a 
useful skill for those with learn- 
ing disabilities. 

However, with all the rapid 
changes that technology goes 
through, it seems to be hard try- 
ing to keep up. 

Labella states that “with all 
the new technology that keeps 
coming out, it’s hard trying to 
keep up and [deciding] what to 


use that can be helpful.” 

With a lot of technology 
and programs such as Dragon 
Speak and with ways to get au- 
dio from the lectures directly 
from the professors, it can be 
difficult to sort it all out, but 
everything can work out in the 
end. 

The teachers can be also 
helpful, Andrea Spinelli, who is 
the Disability Services Special- 
ist states, “we are always com- 
municating with teachers by 
e-mail, by one-on-one, teach- 
ers reach out us, we reach out 
to teachers and talk about the 
student and what works, what 
doesn’t work and take it from 
there.” 

Education and helping stu- 
dents are what the people who 
work in the Learning Accom- 
modations Center want. 

They want every student 
who has a disability to succeed 
in life, graduate and transfer 
to a four year college. When it 
comes to people who have a dis- 
ability, but are afraid to go there 
for help, there are workshops, 
speakers, and many more ways 
to make the student feel com- 
fortable about getting help not 
to mention the information is 
all confidential as well. 

The Learning Accommo- 
dations Center determines the 
types of learning accommoda- 
tions that provide equal access 
for students with adequately 
documented disabilities includ- 
ing students who are Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing on a case-by- 
case, course-by-course basis. 
For more information, contact: 
Learning Accommodations 
Center, SCI111 — Behrakis One 
Stop Student Services Center. 
Appointments are also avail- 
able in Lawrence. Telephone: 
978-556-3654. Email: lacen- 
ter@necc.mass.edu — 
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Professor to publish book on V.P.’s wives 


“Who are they? A look at Vice 
Presidential Spouses from Ab- 
igail Adams to Karen Pence” 
will be released next summer 


Rich Padova from the Global Studies Department 
will be releasing his second book next summer, titled 
“Who Are They? A Look at Vice Presidential Spouses 
from Abigail Adams to Karen Pence.” 

His first book, “First In The Nation: One Insider’s 
View of the New Hampshire Presidential Primary” was 


released in 2007. 


Currently in the research and writing phase, this 
book will be a biographical review of Second Ladies 
or the wives of all of our vice presidents. 

Scheduled to be printed in a limited edition, it will 
be distributed on campus next September, free of 
charge, on a first-come first-serve basis. 

Students, faculty and staff who would like to re- 


serve a copy in advance (one per person, please) are 


encouraged to contact Rich at rpadova@necc.mass. 


edu or leave a message at 978-556-3297. 


Global Studies Professor Rich Padova 


Courtesy photo 


Student Senate mulls holding ‘Warrior’ day 


Details from Senate 
meeting of Nov. 23 


BY SEAN CRUZ 
Correspondent 


On Wednesday, Nov. 23 the 
Student Senate at Northern Es- 
sex Community College gath- 
ered to discuss events going 
forward after the holiday break. 

The meeting called to or- 
der at 3:11 p.m. starting with 
NECC’s Director of Student 
Life and Student Conduct Ad- 
ministration Daniel J. Mala- 
vé discussing why the Senate 
could not approve a “Ninja” day. 

“We don’t really know the cul- 
tural significance of ninjas and 


there might be a chance some 
of the Asian population on cam- 
pus might be offended.” he said. 

Part of Malave’s role is to make 
sure that the Senate has some sort 
of check and balance system. 

Nate Miller, in his third semes- 
ter as part of the Student Senate 
said that, “We thought it would be 
a great idea for the campus, there 
are different ways to interpret what 
a ninja is or represents, and we 
all thought it was a cool theme.” 

One suggestion brought up 
was getting a company known 
as “Grit and Wit’ to help spon- 
sor an event akin to the TV 
show “American Ninja Warrior.” 

What this event would consist 
of is a series of physical and men- 
tal challenges that were fun for a 
college campus to participate in. 


The Senate thought this was 
a great idea but Malave still 
wasn’t sold on the “ninja” theme. 

He still felt it might be a bit of- 
fensive to some people on campus. 

Sarah Conley, 21 of Methuen 
and in her first semester as part of 
the Student Senate suggested to 
change the name to just “Warrior” 
day, which Malave approved of. 

The Senate was pleased and 
discussions on this were closed. 

Next on the agenda was a 
guest speaker from the Nurs- 
ing Club at Northern Essex. Her 
name was Alison Walker and she 
is a third year student in North- 
ern Essex’s nursing program. 

She is the president of 
the nursing club and asked 
“How do you work with oth- 
er groups on campus?” 


Conley replied that “We do 
work with other clubs but not on 
the scale we would like to, we have 
been working recently to make 
sure that we increase the Senate 
outreach to help other clubs.” 

She went on to say that they 
see themselves as the “Club 
of Clubs” and that their duty 
is to help these smaller clubs 
with less people and resources 
so they attract more attention. 

Malave chimed in and said 
that “We wish more people like 
you (Alison) would come to our 
meeting because a lot of the clubs 
on campus don’t know about 
the resources available to them. 

“While our own resources 
may be limited our highest prior- 
ity is getting people more active 
on campus, and clubs do that.” 


The meeting ended on a high 
note, everyone seemed to be re- 
lieved that Thanksgiving was 
around the corner and looking for- 
ward to a long break from classes. 

This meeting was the sec- 
ond last one of the semes- 
ter but it didn’t feel like it. 

There was so much on the agen- 
da and things to be discussed that it 
felt like the start ofa new semester. 

I can’t imagine how hectic it 
must have been during September 
but after sitting through a Student 
Senate meeting I know that this 
group of kids has nothing on their 
mind but the progression and well- 
being of students on their campus. 

The meeting ad- 
journed at 4:15p.m. 
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College observes ‘Giving Back Tuesday’ 


Northern Essex Community 
By ELLEN SMALL DAVIS 
NECC Newsroom 


College participated in #Giv- 
ingTuesday, a global day ded- 
icated to giving back, which 
was celebrated on Tuesday. 

On that day, faculty, staff, alum- 
ni, and community donors were 
invited to contribute to the NECC 
Fund, which provides students 
with scholarships and faculty and 
staff with program grants that en- 
rich the educational experience. 

The campaign was also de- 
signed to reach students and 
build awareness of the generous 
support that the college receives. 

Now in its fifth year, #Giv- 
ingTuesday is a global day of 
giving fueled by the power of 
social media and collaboration. 
Observed on the Tuesday follow- 


#GISVINGTUESDAY 
11.29.2016 


ing Thanksgiving in the U.S. and 
the widely recognized shopping 
events Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks 
off the charitable season, when 
many nonprofits focus on their 


holiday and end-of-year giving. 
This year marks the second 
time that Northern Essex’s In- 
stitutional Advancement Office 
participagted in #GivingTuesday. 
Last year’s 24-hour hour 


campaign brought in more 
than 140 gifts and _ pledg- 
es to the NECC Fund. 
NECC alumni and _ friends 


are encouraged to demonstrate 
their support by donating online. 

The institutional advancement 
teams set up tables at key campus 
locations on Nov. 29, where they 
will accept donations and share 
some of the good work being done 
as aresult of NECC Fund support. 

Alumni volunteers _—_also 
teamed up with current students 
to phone prospective donors. 

Since its inception, the 
NECC Fund has _sprovid- 
ed more than $400,000 in 
support for student scholar- 
ships and academic programs. 

The Art Department, the 
Natural Sciences Department, 
the library, the Student En- 
gagement Center, and the Stu- 


dent Success Center are the 
most recent beneficiaries of 
NECC Fund grant awards. 

Past NECC Fund grants 
have supported the purchase of 
upgraded lighting for the col- 
lege’s theater; bleachers and 
personal lockers for the gym- 
nasium; and state-of-the-art 
equipment for classrooms. 

Grants have also helped to 
increase experiential learning 
opportunities for students by 
providing funding for trips to 
New York City, the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston, the Pea- 
body Essex Museum in Salem, 
and the Eric Carle Museum of 
Picture Book Art in Amherst. 

For more information on 
#GivingTuesday, contact Erin 
Willett Hiro at ewillett@necc. 
mass.edu or 978 556-3857. 
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Ingrid Marstaller, a tutor who 
works for the NECC music de- 
partment, was essential in the big 
push which took place after the 
first wave of performances, ac- 
companying Lynehan and Ambar 
Marte on piano for several tunes. 
“Don’t Go Breaking My Heart” 
was performed in duet formation 
by Gareth Bale and Brian Smith 
who, much like the music per- 
formance majors, stepped up in 
order to keep the evening’s enter- 
tainment flowing. 

Though this duet was set apart 
from the others that took shape 
that evening by nature of the fact 
they had never performed the 
song in that or any other forma- 
tion, and had only unwittingly at- 
tended the open mic that evening. 

When asked, Bale said that he 
and Smith had been in the student 
recreation center that evening in 
order to study with friends. No 
doubt encouraged by the atmo- 
sphere and consistent support 
provided by the Master of Cer- 
emony and vice president of the 
music club, Bryanna Byrnham, 
Bale and Smith abandoned their 
late-night study session to partake 
in the musical festivities. The au- 
dience, majorly constituted of 
dedicated musicians, clapped and 
cheered Bale and Smith’s impro- 
visational exchange of duet roles 
and verses sung in falsetto. Bale 
and Smith’s participation showed 
commitment and bravery to say 
the least. Various members of the 
audience also partook in the per- 
formance to some extent, offer- 
ing vocal accompaniment during 


@ 


Open Mic Night 


the choruses and one audience 
member even wielded a shaker, 
lending a charming percussive 
element to the musical situation. 

Consequently, Bale went on 
to perform “Wake Me Up (Be- 
fore You Go-go)” by Wam, this 
time solo. Bale, clearly indulg- 
ing in the energy of the crowd 
and all those who had performed, 
returned later on in the evening 
with a short stand-up routine de- 
tailing his experiences as an on- 
call EMT, in effect ending the 
event on an unexpectedly humor- 
ous note. 

Other highlights included a 
cover of “Them Changes” a short 
tune written by avant-garde jazz 
hip-hop fusion artist Thundercat. 

The tune, performed by gui- 
tarist Sean Levine, vocalist John 
Francavilla, and drummer Scott 
Armstrong, was also impro- 
vised to an extent by nature of 
Armstrong’s percussive arrange- 
ments. According to Armstrong, 
he was only asked to partake in 
the cover shortly before he took 
the stage, although his contribu- 
tion was nonetheless seamless. 
Armstrong’s through-composed 
steady back beat and laid-back 
fills provided ample rhythmic 
support to Francavilla’s soulful 
verses and Levine’s funky licks. 
Very much in keeping with the 
spirit of the event, Armstrong 
also accompanied Lynehan on 
guitar performance of “Falling” 
by the Civil Wars. 

Immediately following the 
open-mic the NECC Jazz Ensem- 
ble began setting up for their set. 


Photo by Lauren Irwin 


Santino DeMonte and Liza Lynehan 


The Jazz Band is made up of stu- 
dents currently enrolled in Jazz 
Performance, a course offered by 
the music department at NECC. 

This semester’s ensemble is 
made up of not three, but four 
guitarists, a drummer, a keys 
player, two vocalists, and a bass- 
ist. 

Interestingly enough, the 
bassist was none other than Sean 
Levine, who played guitar in the 
Thundercat cover performed at 
the open mic. 

A former member of the en- 
semble himself, Sean sight read 
the bass parts to two of the tunes, 
though the first tune played, “So 
What” by Miles Davis, was al- 
ready very familiar to him. Da- 
vis’ piece is among the most 
cherished jazz standards and is an 
overall sublime piece of music. 

One thing about the perfor- 
mance of this piece which was 
immediately striking was the 
substitution of brass for guitars. 
Indeed there was no Trumpet, 
Alto Sax, or Tenor Sax playing 
the melodies which make the tune 
so prolific, but instead several 
adaptive and virtuosic guitarists 
who made this arrangement work 
in spite of being greatly at odds 
with the original instruments the 
piece was composed for. 

This is just one example of 
the versatility of this ensemble, 
another notable feature being 
the fact that there are in fact two 
drummers in the group though 
only one of them sits at the kit 
during any given performance 
while the other plays the key- 


board, and vice versa. 

Similarly, the guitarists take 
turns playing bass chords due to 
the fact there is no bassist in the 
ensemble. In this particular per- 
formance Sean Levine played 
bass, though according to Liza 
Lynehan, one of the vocalists 
in the ensemble, the group has 
adapted to performing this and 
all their tunes without. 

This performance was not 
their last of the season, the Jazz 
band, as well as the NECC rock 
ensemble, will be performing 
Dec. 8th at 6:30 in the on the 
Haverhill campus in the Tech 
Center. 


Photo by Lauren Erwin 


John Francavilla, singing “Them 


Changes” 


Photo by Lauren Erwin 


Alec Anand performing one of his original tunes 


Photo by Lauren Erwin 
Will Berg (center) Ambar Marte (right) Liza Lynehan (left) 
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NECC building a campus life environment 


NECC works to 
build a community 


By Baizey Torrissi 
Campus Life Editor 

Attending a community col- 
lege comes with a lot of pro’s and 
con’s. 

You get to have the college 
experience, while living at home, 
paying way less than a four-year 
university, while having advanced 
teachers. Not only that, but your 
classes are so small that you get 
more one-on-one attention in the 
classroom. It’s a great transition 
period, and you have a chance to 
explore some majors, while tak- 
ing your basic core classes. 

It does come with some draw- 
backs though. To maintain a full 
degree, you’ll have to make the 
transfer after two years. You en- 
counter a lot of disengaged stu- 
dents. And there is a huge lack 
of campus life since you’re not 
living there all the time. 

Here at Northern Essex, they 
give you the chance to make the 
best of what you have, and try 
and interact with the school, and 
campus community. 

USA Today College writer, 
Kayla Becker, wrote an article 


about how to overcome the lack 
of campus life as a commuter, 
and interact with your school. A 
lot of it relates to Northern Essex. 

One of her tips was to snag 
a job at your school. Northern 
Essex provides opportunities 
for students to apply to jobs all 
around campus; from the book 
store, desk jobs, assistant jobs, 
and many more. Work studies are 
ways for students to earn money 
around campus. This is a great 
chance to get to know who’s 
around your school, and make 
friends with people you meet ev- 
ery day. 

Another tip Becker shares is 
spacing out your classes to spend 
more time on campus and looking 
for campus hangout spots. NECC 
provides such flexibility for 
classes that you can make your 
schedule as you please. If campus 
life and interaction is what you’re 
aiming for, NECC provides you 
with many options for many sub- 
jects such as History, English, 
Mathematics, etc. Space out your 
classes, hangout in the library, the 
top floor of the Student Center, or 
the lobby of the Dimitry building. 
You’re bound to make friends 
and conversation. 

Northern Essex also provides 


SPRING COURSES 


START JANUARY 18 
AT NECC IN HAVERHILL 


you with workshop opportunities. 
There is almost always one every 
day, if not many. From topics, 
such as stress management, to 
how to write a resume, they know 
how to give everyone something 
they could use for the future. 

NECC also gives students 
many opportunities to look at 
transfer schools. They know it’s 
important to find a school that fits 
you, so they have many transfer 
fairs. They also have schools that 
come and visit many times each 
semester. They want to give you 
the chance to see what communi- 
ties are like at other schools. 

“T really like how the school 
puts on transfer days that other 
colleges come for you to look at,. 
It’s really nice because the school 
is helping you think of where 
you're going after you leave 
NECCO. It shows they’re think- 
ing about my future already for 
me because they’re giving me the 
opportunity to expand my hori- 
zons,” said student Kali Routier. 

*T really like how NECCO has 
an internship program, | was part 
of it and it really helped me out 
regarding what I want to do after 
I graduate. They had a bunch of 
meetings and presentations about 
it beforehand because it brought 


everyone together and they got 
to share their experiences even 
though they were all different,” 
she said. Routier also said that 
NECC feels like they want you 
to succeed, and feel like you’re a 
part of a community. 

Getting involved in student or- 
ganizations is another tip Becker 
talks about. Northern Essex also 
has many clubs and intramurals 
that you could join. They wel- 
come students to Student Senate, 
and provide many different clubs, 
including Bacon Board gamers, 
Contemporary Affairs, Gay / 
Straight Alliance, and the Veter- 
an’s and Service Person Organi- 
zation are some of the many that 
the school offers. They provide 
the chance for everyone to partic- 
ipate, and reach out to students to 
try and become part of the cam- 
pus community. 

By checking the Intramural 
and Recreation schedule, you can 
see what upcoming events are go- 
ing on that you can participate in. 

“T like how transfer programs 
also involve you in campus life 
and activities at other campus- 
es such as the PACE program. 
They take you to UMass Lowell 
to keep promoting a good campus 
life involvement, and enthusi- 


* Pay . é 
Pursue a UMass Lowell Degree at NECC in Haverhill 


You can earn your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill, MA.” 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held this Spring at Northern 
Essex Community College in Haverhill. Spring Haverhill classes start January 18, 2017. 


¢ Community Based Corrections 
¢ Criminal justice Data Analysis 

¢ Crime and Mental Illness 

¢ Human Resources Management 


Management 


*Students have the option to complete some required courses online. 


QUESTIONS? 
Call 978-934-2474 


e New Product and Service 


¢ Operations Management 
¢ Psychology and Law 


Psychology 


Autism 


VISIT US ONLINE 
continuinged.uml. edu/haverhill 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth 


¢ Industrial / Organizational 


¢ Research Ill: Laboratory 
¢ Seminar in Clinical Psychology: 


asm. You can also join in on field 
trips even if it’s from classes that 
are not for your major. I went ona 
field trip for an art class, all I had 
to do was pay and they took me. 
It was a great experience,” said 
Jose Parker, a Business Transfer 
student at NECC. 

The school also has many 
plays, the Presidents Running 
Club, sports and other events. 
The Presidential Mock Debate 
is a great example. Our school is 
always inviting students to attend 
events, to support your fellow 
students. 

“The school is always doing 
fairs of some sort which touches 
on different aspects. They still 
have the breast cancer aware- 
ness table in the Dimitry building 
which is showing some commu- 
nity awareness. They had a se- 
ries of classes and events on the 
election to educate the students 
on how the election works,” said 
Professor Michael Nickels. 

Northern Essex works hard to 
promote campus life, especial- 
ly with the community involved 
as well. This year they’ve done 
many events such as the blood 
drive, to show the community 
that NECC cares about being a 
part of a community. 
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The brief rock and roll lifestyle that shaped a lifetime 


Current NECC student shares his real world experiences traveling the 


country 


By Travis BARRETT 
Features Editor 

Charlie Christ enrolled in 
NECC right out of high school 
only to sense this undying feeling 
of breaking free from the norm 
and shaping his own road, no 
matter the speed bump. As time 
went on in his early age he decid- 
ed to hit the road and move out 
to Texas. Christ wanted to live on 
his own and depend on himself, 
there was no changing that mind- 
set. 

He’s always seen himself as 
someone who puts the effort in 
where others don’t. He took that 
mentality and put it to good use 
when he first moved his band, the 
Televibes, out to Texas. Christ 
worked for all the instruments he 
owns which is quite an extensive 
list including four guitars, a key- 
board and a drum kit. 

After realizing his disdain 
for the city life and the fact that 
the weather is unbearably hot, it 
forced him out and he decided to 
move back home with the band. 
The underlying feeling for him 
was to get back with his family, 
ironically the main reason for 
leaving was to get away from the 
ridiculous family nonsense but 
when everything settles he real- 
ized that you can’t run away from 
it. 

After moving back to Salis- 
bury, Mass., where he is original- 
ly from, him and his band toured 
for a total of two years including 
three cross country tours and one 
more local to the New England. 
For two or so years his band the 
Televibes performed on the South 
by Southwest (SXSW) festival 
in Austin Texas which is an im- 
mense collab of music, film and 
art. The band is a classic setup 
with a total of three performers 


including a drummer, bass play- 
er and Christ’s role as lead guitar 
and vocals. He would describe 
their style as “drug rock” or psy- 
chedelic rock, drawing plenty of 
his inspiration to Jimi Hendrix; 
one of the greatest rock and roll 
artists. You can follow his band 
on Spotify and Youtube just 
search for the Televibes. 

Nowadays the music lifestyle 
has subsided and they don’t play 
together anymore. Their drum- 
mer eventually quit after six 
years and not only just that depar- 
ture changed things - everything 
was just too expensive and they 
couldn’t “make enough money 
and was always losing it” he said. 
Sadly this is the route most mu- 
sicians face, being in that busi- 
ness it’s very competitive and cut 
throat to break through to an up- 
per echelon of mainstream talent. 
The amount of energy it takes to 
go from show to show across the 
country while at the same time 
not gaining anything was very 
draining but he wouldn’t change 
it for the world. 

Those days are what shaped 
and structured his life going for- 
ward. The amount of real world 
experience he acquired over 
those short five to six years was 
unforgettable and could never be 
taken away. “You should have 
seen me two or three years ago” 
Christ commented about his life- 
style as more destructive and his 
own personality as “hot headed”. 
As of late though he’s pulled back 
the reins and has been able to get 
on track with his life now and is 
glad to be back at school. 

Since being back he has re-en- 
rolled with NECC and is major- 
ing in psychology at the moment. 


It’s something that has always 
intrigued him with the thought 
of helping others, that’s how his 
personality is. “I couldn’t sit in 
an Office and profit off of people” 
and the utter thought of that is up- 
setting for him. He wants a career 
that has the type of profound per- 
sonable relationships his mother’s 
job brings. She is an oncology 
nurse for chemotherapy patients 
which can be not only mentally 
draining but emotionally draining 
as well. They work with patients 
by their bed side informing and 
encouraging them every step of 
the way. Christ commented on his 
own future plans saying, “I want 
a career that has that type of in- 
tensity from how much you have 
to give yourself to others.” 

His future plans aren’t really 
what you’d expect, he plans to 
join the Coast Guard and is plan- 
ning on departing for Cape May, 
New Jersey where he is stationed 
in less than fifty days. He plans to 
go into maritime security which 
is developed in response to any 
cataclysmic event that occurs in 
the country. The main reason for 
joining the Coast Guard is for the 
benefits, he wants a degree just 
can’t manage it right now. He 
pays out of pocket for school and 
is only able to take two classes 
per semester because of insur- 
ance issues. So with the Coast 
Guard’s help he can go to college 
while he’s enlisted and earn dual 
credits if it overlaps his major. 

Hopefully this is a stepping 
stone to earn a career in the crim- 
inal justice field because includ- 
ing psychology he’s intrigued by 
both. Christ believes that there’s 
too much corruption in that field 
and he believes he can bring a 


Photo courtesy of Charlie Christ 


Charlie Christ performing live on stage 


level headed mind to the field. 
He’s an empathetic person who 
is willing to accept and appreci- 
ate someone else’s beliefs and 
believes empathy should be more 
intertwined in our daily lives. 

He says the biggest impact on 
his life has been, “the combina- 
tion of advice I’ve taken from 
friends and family and the com- 
bination of advice I haven’t taken 
from friends and family.” As time 
has passed he’s grown and has 
been challenged in many aspects 
of life and has come out better 
than he’d expect and is surprised 


at where he’s come from. With 
everyone he meets the more his 
views have changed and evolved. 
This feeling of how most situa- 
tions are divisive with people and 
the hardest part of these situations 
is putting yourself in the middle 
between both sides. He appreciat- 
ed the chance to sit and talk with 
me to reflect on everything and 
realized “sometimes you feel like 
you’re getting old and that you 
missed out on all the fun” but in 
the end he’s been in the center of 
it for awhile now. 


Photo by Travis Barrett 


NECC student Charlie Christ outside the Technology build- 
ing 
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Community outreach food drive 


Lend a helping hand 
this holiday season 


By Micwart Ropcers 


Correspondent 

On Monday, November 21st, 
a student announcement email 
was sent out to faculty and stu- 
dents across the NECC campus 
calling for students and faculty 
to donate food for their Holiday 
Food Drive. 

“During these times, hungry 
people hard on their luck could 
use your help. Any non-perish- 
able food items would be ap- 
preciated. Community Outreach 
Group (COG) will be collecting 
food up until December Sth,” 
the email states. On the Haver- 
hill Campus, students are able 
to donate the food in drop-off 
boxes located in the Cafe, the 
Student Center, Tech Center and 
HOW building. 

On the Lawrence Campus, 
students can go to donation drop 
off boxes on the first floor of 
Dimitry and the El-Hefni build- 
ing. 

But even with assistance 


By NECC Newsroom 
Correspondent 


The Northern Essex Community College Jazz 
Rock Ensemble, under the direction of NECC 
music professor Michael Lecuyer, will present 
its winter concert on Thursday, December 8, 
6:30 p.m. in the Hartleb Technology Center on 
the Haverhill campus, 100 Elliott St. 

This event is free and open to the public. 

The ensemble will perform jazz classics cov- 
ering all genres of jazz, including Be Bop, bal- 
lads, modal, Latin, and swing by jazz composers 
such as Miles Davis, Antonio Jobim, Dave Bru- 
beck, Rodgers & Hart, as well as student com- 


posed original pieces. 


The NECC Music Club will sell refreshments 


at the conclusion of the event. 


Northern Essex offers an associate degree in 
General Studies: Music and a certificate in Mu- 


sic Technology. 


from food pantries, volunteers 
and generous students, America 
still has many citizens who lack 
a decent meal with value, sub- 
stance or nutrition. 

In November 2012, Reuters 
got a report from The Sunlight 
Foundation, (a nonprofit govern- 
ment watchdog group), which 
stated that “about 42.2 million 
Americans will eat on a bud- 
get of $1 to $1.25 per meal this 
Thanksgiving - The US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture shows that 
47.1 million Americans relied 
on food stamps in August [2012] 
— the highest number yet.” 

In September of 2013, The 
Atlantic used a poll by Gallup 
that showed 20% of adults tell- 
ing Gallup that at some time in 
the past year, they didn’t have 
enough money to buy the food 
their family needed. 

“Food stamps just changed 
the way we budgeted every 
week. My mom didn’t have 
to work in a huge food budget 
every paycheck since we had 
5 people in my house. We nev- 
er had to go to a food pantry 
though, and now that we are off 
food stamps, my mom loves to 


NECC Holid 


Jazz Ensemble rings 
in the holiday cheer 


The Northern Essex Community Colleg 
professor Michael Lecuyer, will present its winter concert on Thursday, December 8 


donate food to help out.” said 
Katherine Stone, who is a liberal 
arts major in history at NECC. 

“T think the food drive is a 
great way to help families out 
during the holidays.” said Stone. 

“(The drive] should be ex- 
tended. Christmas is just as im- 
portant as Thanksgiving. Sitting 
down at a meal together is good 
for people, especially kids. Even 
just extending it a week would 
make a huge difference. - I also 
volunteered a few times as a 
kid to help out other families 
because I knew it can be tough 
when you don’t have a ton of 
money during the holiday sea- 
son.” she continued. 

The donated food will go 
to several local food pantries 
and food banks which serve 
the communities surrounding 
Northern Essex. Places served 
include Our Neighbor’s Table, 
Lazarus House, Emmaus House 
and Pettingale House. They will 
all receive the contributions and 
donations that are collected on 
campus. The final day of the 
food drive is December Sth. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


puecanennaene 


Please donate 
non-perishable 
foods, expired 
food cannot be 
used and will not 
be counted 


Place your cans ina 
bag located inside 
the donation box 


ee : Fill outa slip and put 
Sees : it into the bag so your 
“ouwrben) ; cans can be counted 


ene e enone nna nen enenneen 


with your class total 


The class who 
donates the most cans 
will win a free pizza 
party! 


ay Concert 


Nt i giana tater 


a 


e Jazz Rock Ensemble, under the direction of NECC music 
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Knights open their season with 0-3 record 


Team faced three 
games on the road to 


begin season 
By KYLE Benson 
Sports Editor 

The last game the Knights 
played was on Feb. 27 in the 
region playoffs against Bristol 
Community College, where they 
lost in the semifinals, 78-62. They 
finished the season with a record 
of 17-10, one of their best sea- 
sons in recent years. This season 
the team started their campaign at 
the NHTI Tip-Off Tournament on 
Nov. 4. 

Before the team left for the 
tournament, newcomer Isiah 
Ruffen, commented on his confi- 
dence in the team. 

“T feel like we have a lot of 
good guys on this team that could 
score 20 points a game, anyone 


can score a lot of points if every- 
one stays healthy and eligible,” 
Ruffen said. 

The first game of the tourna- 
ment was against NHTI. NECC 
played a close game, but ended 
up losing 89-80. Ruffen lead in 
points for the Knights, scoring 
20. Raymie Brown and Benna- 
mi Rodriguez were right behind 
Ruffen, scoring 16 and 13 points 
respectively. Ruffen also led the 
team in rebounds with 8. 

The next day, the Knights took 
on MassBay Community College 
in their second day of the tourna- 
ment. Northern Essex had two 20 
point scorers in the game, with 
Ruffen repeating his domination 
in the first game, Eddie Cardona 
scored 20 as well. The Knights 
had lost the game, 108-93, mak- 
ing it their second loss in a row. 
The only statistics NECC lead 
in were 3-point percentage with 


34.6%, and free throw percent- 
age with 70.3%, just edging out 
MassBay who had a percentage 
of 69.4%. 

The tournament ended and 
the Knights were off to Southern 
Maine Community to try to earn 
their first win of the season. Un- 
fortunately, they arrived in South- 
ern Maine with an 0-2 record and 
left with an 0-3 record. 

NECC lost to Southern Maine, 
98-91, it was their closest game 
of the season up to that point. The 
Knights led after the first half, 41- 
37, but couldn’t keep the lead for 
the rest of the game. Adam Gold- 
stein and Angelo Pilato led the 
Knights in points, scoring 21. 

The 0-3 Knights then headed 
back to Northern Essex for their 
first home game of the season 
against MassBay for a Veteran’s 
Day match-up on Nov. 10. 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


Veterans attending the Nov. 10 game were invited on the court at halftime. 


Veteran’s Day game 


Student Life holds 
Veterans Day event 


before game 
By KYLE BENSON 
Sports Editor 
After an 0-3 road trip to begin 
their season, the Knights were 
back at Northern Essex to play 
their first home game on Nov. 
10. NECC’s Student Life depart- 
ment held a special Veteran’s 
Day event before the game. 
There was a free dinner in the 
fitness center lobby for veterans, 
and red, white, and blue Knights 
t-shirts were handed out. Veter- 
ans also got utility screwdrivers 
and flashlights. 


The women’s volleyball and 
softball teams did a donation 
drive and held a bake sale. 

Before the game _ began, 
NECC volleyball player Brit- 
tany Birolini, sang the nation- 
al anthem and received a large 
ovation prior to the teams taking 
the court. The Knights put up 
another loss during the Veteran’s 
Day extravaganza, losing 101- 
81 against MassBay. 

Eddie Cardona led the team 
in points, putting up 26. Raymie 
Brown was the second leading 
scorer for NECC with 16 points. 

Northern Essex had to put the 
loss behind them, as two days 
later they were back on home 
court to take on Holyoke Com- 


munity College. 

The 0-4 Knights lost again, 
but did play their closest game 
of the season losing by only 1 
point, 93-92. NECC was behind 
41-32 after the first half but in 
the second half they outscored 
Holyoke, netting 60 points. It 
was not enough though and 
the loss brought the Knights to 
an 0-5 record. The basketball 
team’s next three games were at 
Massasoit Community College 
on Nov. 15, at Bristol Commu- 
nity College on the 17th, then 
home against UConn Avery 
Point on the 19th. 

(See page 11 for more on the 
basketball season) 


Photo by NECC Athletics 
Angelo Pilato holds his All-Tournament player plaque. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Volleyball and softball teams ran donation tables for Veteran’s Day. 


Upcoming basketball games 


December | vs Bunker Hill CC (6:00 pm) 
December 3 @ Springfield Tech CC (1200pm) 
December 10 @ Gateway CC (1:00 pm) 
January 14 @ UConn Avery AP (1:00 pm) 
January 16 vs Gateway CC (3:00 pm) 
January 19 vs CCRI (6:00 pm) 

January 24 @ Bunker Hill CC (6:00 pm) 
January 26 vs Quinsigamond (5:00 pm) 
January 28 vs Springfield Tech CC (12:00 pm) 
February 2 vs Massasoit CC (6:00 pm) 
February 7 @ Roxbury CC (6:00 pm) 
February 11 @ Holyoke CC (12:00 pm) 
February 16 @ MassBay CC (6:00pm) 
February 18 vs Bristol CC (12:00 pm) 
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Knights win two after 0-3 start 


NECC takes two 
during five game 


stretch 
By Ky Le Benson 
Sports Editor 

After their 0-3 start, the 
Knights played five games and 
earned their first two wins of the 
season. The first game of the five 
game stretch was at home against 
Holyoke Community College on 
Noy. 12. 

Holyoke won the game by a 
hair, 93-92. The Knights scored 
60 points in the second half in a 
herculean effort, but it was not 
enough, they lost by only one 
point. It was a hard loss to take 
for NECC, as they were still look- 

_ ing for their first win in the young 
season. Isiah Ruffen scored the 
most points for the Knights with 
18. 


The next game of the stretch 
was played in Brockton, Mass 
against Massasoit Community 
College. The Knights lost by a 
little bit for the second game ina 
row, 80-74. Adam Goldstein was 
top scorer with 18, and NECC 
had the better free throw percent- 
age with 65.5%. 

The Knights were playing 
close games but they kept hav- 
ing weak first halves and tried to 
catch up too late in the game. If 
they played the whole game like 
they did in the second halves, 
they could have picked up some 
wins. 

The third game of the five was 
a disaster for the Knights when 
they played Bristol Community 
College on Nov. 16. They posted 
their worst loss in a few games, 
101-57. Ruffen led the team with 
11 points. It was a heartbreaker 
but luck was about to change for 


Military taking the court before the Veteran’s Day game. 


NECC. 

The Knights came back home 
two days later to face UConn 
Avery Point. The Knights came 
out of the gate flying and bested 
UConn, 58-54. NECC played just 
as good in the second half and fi- 
nally got their first win of the sea- 
son, winning 114-105. Goldstein 
led the way again with 23 points. 
The Knights were now 1-7 on the 
season. 

For the last game of the five 
game stretch, the Knights went 
up against Quinsigamond Com- 
munity College, looking to grab 
their second win of the season. 
NECC did just that, winning 96- 
70. The Knights dominated in 
both halves, which led to the large 
victory. It was a pick-me-up for 
the squad since they now earned 
multiple wins on the season. 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


Isiah Ruffen congratulating the bench. 


Angelo Pilato going up for the basket. 


Correction 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


Note to readers: Due to a production error, 
page 10 of the Nov. 2 sports section was re- 
printed in our last issue, instead of the cor- 


rect page for Nov. 16. Those stories can now 
be found on page 10 of today’s issue. We 
regret the error. 


[Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 
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: Finals week 101 


Word Search 


w 
rt 
~ 
A 
Au 
rd 
Ns 
a) 
i) 
o 
% 
= 
Ee 
ra 
bey 
ed 
a 
O 
Ay 
mo 
SJ 
J 
] 
wn 
fy 
fo 
i 
s 
a a 


Me@GWZTOBHRAHHIJAESYQOTIVUARY Uae 
epeewe XIUVVEDKMKGCIEARREK TAP APTS Yee 
Moeeer LCODRSANSWERLLEFDOA TE LT J.C Rata 
Gomemes BYYEPBFEPPEFS KR P Tt Re. Gee 
RCCAANNRSLDOVEAWVAOZKABSZTZGS5EQ 
eee RT TOWBNWYSWNSEE LGC HEL DA: Dee 
fee OA JT PRY AHTLAE HLH CS RS O RY Aw oo eee 
Beomoust SB MEY RCLVLUT 1 2218 8 Wee 420 
foWee CY BMEXAMNAUOWV.0 V L EB beg Gt 2 eee 
WOTWMYLITWNDHSWETARTNE CH OCA Se 
NebpDEWTZENTIOCRCPFWRADE RU CS 2 Cee 
VueC CF KPFFGMIYBJIOYDS EA. WaON 0 ee 
KEBAMMTPRRPBLPBEW IT KW S DEBUOCOLS SiS 
DGRPDLFIFWHKMAEWYCVNJUBI8B20 0 8 


Sudoku Puzzle 


FINAL 
LATE 


CRAMMING 
DECEMBER 
EXAM 

FAIL 


CRY 


down, backwards, and diagonally 


ANSWER 
BREAKFAST 
CALCULATOR 
CHOICE 
CONCENTRATE 


Words may run in any direction, including up, 


